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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, it is requested that the 
following references, which is also listed on the attached Form PTO-1449, be made 
of record in the above-identified case. 

1 . Japanese Patent Publication No. 7-3 1 8940, dated December 8, 1 995; 

2. Japanese Patent Publication No. 8-292423 , dated November 5, 1 996; 

3. Japanese Patent Publication No. 9-80399, dated March 28, 1997; 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service Express Mail Post Office to addressee service under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Commissioner for 
Patents, Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 on April 13, 2004. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL 
Express Mail Mailing Label Number: EV21914781 1US 
Date of Deposit: April 13, 2004 



Dated: April 13, 2004 




4. Japanese Patent Publication No. 9-304757, dated November 28, 
1997; 

5. Japanese Patent Publication No. 9-21913, dated January 21, 1997; 

6. U.S. Patent No. 6,330,048, dated December 2001 , issued to Shiomi, 
et al; 

7. U.S. Patent No. 6,344,883, dated February 2002, issued to Yamada, 
etal; 

8. U.S. Patent No. 4,938,569, dated July 1 990, issued Tsunoda, et al; 

9. U.S. Patent No. 5,576,860, dated November 1996, issued to 
Nakamura; 

1 0. U.S. Patent No. 5,986,729, dated November 1 999, issued 
Yamanaka, et al; 

1 1 . U.S. Patent No. 6,097,459A, dated August 2000, issued Shimada, 
etal; 

12. U.S. Patent No. 5,986,729A, dated November 1999, issued to 
Yamanaka, et al; 

13. U.S. Patent No. 3,834,792, dated September 1974, issued to 
Janning; 

1 4. U.S. Patent No. 6,097,462A, dated August 2000, issued to Koe; 

15. U.S. Patent No. 5,289,174A, dated February 2, 1994, issued to 
Toshiba; 

1 6. Japanese Patent Publication No. 41 1 1 74467 A, dated July 1 999; 

17. Japanese Patent Publication No. 02000019527A, dated January 
2000; 

1 8. Japanese Patent Publication No. 020001 93984A, dated July 7, 2000; 
and 

19. Japanese Patent Publication No. 41 1 109367 A, dated April 1999. 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the above listed references are not 
provided, as references 1-5 were previously submitted to the Examiner and 
references 6-19 were previously cited by the Examiner in connection with parent 
case, U.S. Serial Number: 09/384,186 filed on August 27, 1999. 

Inasmuch as this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted in 
accordance with the schedule set out in 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b), no statement or fee is 
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